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NGS Presents GPS Height Modernization Forum

By Martin Gutoski, PLS, ASPLS
Immediate Past President

ASPLS sponsored a GPS
Height Modernization Forum pre-
sented by the National Geodetic
Survey ofpce from Washington, D.C.
in Fairbanks on September 9. The
all-day presentation was webcast
simultaneously to Alaska Depart-
ment of Transportation and Public
Facilities (DOT) employees in An-
chorage and Juneau from the DOT
T-2 training facility at the McKinley

Building on Peger Road. More than
30 attendees listened to the presen-
tation from Renee Shields, the NGS
Height Modernization Manager who
brought along pve other experts in
the peld of geodesy from NGS, the
University of Alaska Geophysical
Institute, the Alaska Plate Boundary
Observatory and Washington State
DNR.

The one-day session was free
to anyone interested in the new
gravitational geoid model being

RSVP by October 12

QBS is Focus of LLC Fall Forum

The APDC Legislative Liaison
Committee (LLC) Annual Fall Fo-
rum will feature a roundtable discus-
sion on qualipcations-based selection
(QBS) of professional design consul-
tants. The Forum will convene at
Noon Thursday, October 15, at the
Coast International Inn (doors open
11:30 am).

State legislators and Municipal
League representatives have been
invited to join the discussion. Panel-
ists will address the issue of using
QBS for the selection of professional
design consultants and the merits of
legislation requiring municipal gov-
ernments to utilize QBS on projects
receiving state funding. Panelists
include:

1 Mark OiBrien, Chief, Con-
tracts Ofpce, Alaska Depart-
ment of Transportation and
Public Facilities

1 Tom Livingston, Architect,
Livingston-Slone

1 Chris Kowalczewski, Archi-
tect, Foraker Group

The program cost is $25 and
includes lunch. Please RSVP by end
of day Monday, October 12 to Angie
Monteleone, apdc-ak@gci.net, or Dale
Nelson, danelsonpe@earthlink.net or
(907) 947-1855. x<

8 pm Tuesday, November 3

KAKM Will Air
Documentary of Alaska
Engineering and
Construction Projects

A documentary of engineering
and construction projects in Alaska,
by The Great Projects Film Com-
pany, will air on KAKM at 8 pm
Tuesday, November 3, 2009.

The plm premiered at the An-
chorage International Film Festival
in December 2008.

Information on air times on
other PBS stations in Alaska will be
provided in November newsletter
if available 0 please check locally if
outside KAKM broadcast area. >

developed by NGS for use in deter-
mining orthometric heights using
GPS observations. With the comple-
tion of the project called Gravity
Redepnition of the American Verti-
cal Datum (GRAV-D), NGS plans to
depne a new vertical datum by 2018
to replace the North American Verti-
cal Datum of 1988 (NAVD-88) which
was a prior update to elevations
derived from the National Geodetic
Vertical Datum of 1929 (NGVD 29)

GPS heights are important
to more than surveyors with GPS
because it has bearing on FEMA
yood maps, USGS, geologists, avia-
tion and tidal studies. Alaska is in
the forefront of being modeled using
the GRAV-D because the two most
recent large areas of gravity data
collection have been yown in Anchor-
age and Fairbanks in 2008 and 2009
respectively.

Alaska is more geologically ac-
tive than many other regions of the
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