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Solid Agenda Awaits Surveyors and Mappers

By Patrick Kalen, Executive
Committee Chairman, 2010 Alaska
Surveying & Mapping Conference

A solid agenda of short courses,
technical sessions, the GIS Jam, stu-
dent and professional competitions
and annual meetings awaits survey-
ing and mapping professionals at
the 44™ Annual Alaska Surveying
and Mapping Conference (ASMC),
0Random and True.0 The conference
will be at the Sheraton Anchorage
Hotel from February 22-26. Details
and registration are available on the
conference website, www.aksmc.org.

0Random and Trued refers to
a method of surveying public land
boundaries begun early in the nine-
teenth century: A random trial line
is run connecting two monuments.
The otrued survey line connecting
the monuments is established after
traversing the randomly established
line. When ASPRS suggested that
this might be a good description of
how their work and GIS progressed,
the surveyors had no trouble agree-
ing to the theme.

Surveyors also will be celebrat-
ing the founding of the Alaska Soci-
ety of Professional Land Surveyors
in 1960 with a special observation at
the Awards Banquet Thursday.

The keynote luncheon Tuesday
will feature Marie Robidoux, im-
mediate past president of the As-
sociation of Canada Land Surveyors
and a member on the Canada Board
of Professional Surveyors. She will
also present a technical session in an
area of particular expertise, aborigi-
nal rights in Canada.

Wednesday afternoon will
feature a special presentation by the
founder of ESRI, Jack Dangermond,

and Thursday afternoon Danger-
mond and Robidoux will participate
with other presenters on a panel
discussion. The new BLM Manual of
Surveying dated 2009 also is being
rolled out at the conference.

The National Geodetic Survey
(NGS) is coming to this conference in
force. NGS will present several short
courses, explaining the National
Heights Modernization program and
the new proposed datum (and more);

participate in technical sessions, and
display some of the best instruments
from the NGS surveying museum at
their booth in the exhibit hall.

The Annual Conference Ban-
quet will be held offsite at the
Alaska Aviation Heritage Museum
Thursday evening. The program will
honor winners of the student and
professional competitions and Hall
of Fame members and celebrate the

Continued on Page 3

Bayou Bash Kicks Off Festivities

E-Week Offers Activities for All Ages

National Engineers Week (E-
Week) is an annual event to bring
public attention to the work and
contributions of our nationis engi-
neers. Anchorageis E-Week commit-
tee, comprised of members of many
local engineering societies, has been
hard at work over the past several
months, planning a full schedule of
exciting activities for adults and chil-
dren, providing a multitude of volun-
teer opportunities. Help enhance the
image of engineering in our commu-
nity by getting involved in any of the
following activities:

Bayou Bash: The Bayou Bash
is the annual kick-off event for
Anchorageis E-Week festivities. This
fun event offers a casual opportunity
to gather with friends, peers and
spouses for food, drinks, music, door
prizes and a great time. Tickets are
$15 for general admission and $12
for engineering students. You may
purchase tickets at the door, or to
purchase in advance contact Becca
Carroll or Mark Langberg at AMC
Engineers 257.9100. Friday, Febru-

ary 12, 6 pm, Viking Hall 6 8141
Briarwood Drive.

Exhibits: Engineering compa-
ny and society displays will be at the
Loussac Library. This event provides
a fantastic opportunity to learn more
about local engineering societies
and companies and the services they
provide. The displays will be up at

Continued on Page 2
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the Loussac Library from Febru-
ary 15-20. For information on how
to participate in this event, contact
Leah Boltz at Iboltz@crweng.com.

Career Fair: The University of
Alaska Anchorage School of Engi-
neering is sponsoring a career fair on
Wednesday, February 17 from 10 am
to 2 pm. This event offers engineer-
ing companies a change to showcase
their company and meet local engi-
neering students. The Career Fair is
free to participating companies. For
more information, contact Natalie
Kowal at annmkl@uaa.alaska.edu.

Student Tours: As in the
past, the local E-Week committee
has arranged tours of H2Oasis and
the UAA School of Engineering on
Friday, February 19 for local high
school students with an interest
in engineering. This tour includes
presentations by local engineers and
involves students from Anchorageis
public and private schools. For more
information, contact Jenny Jemison
at jenny.jemison@bp.com.

School Presentations: The
local E-Week committee has once
again reached out to local public
and private schools, giving them
an opportunity to learn more about
engineering. The committee has re-
ceived many speaker requests from
local schools and is busy coordinat-
ing speakers for each request. These
school presentations will take place
at local schools February 8-19. For
more information, contact Nicole
Knox at nknox@rmconsult.com.

Student Competitions: The
UAA School of Engineering and local
engineering societies are sponsor-
ing student competition for local
elementary, middle and high school
students. The E-Week committee is
thrilled to offer even more competi-
tions than in the past. This yearis
competitions will include Tower of
Power 8 sponsored by ASCE, Egg

Drop & sponsored by SWE, Floatable
Moatable & sponsored by SAME,
Paper Airplane Distance & spon-
sored by AWWMA, Shake & Break
0 sponsored by the UAA Geomatics
Student Association, and Water Can-
non & sponsored by ASME. This fun
day will also include demonstration
titled 0Physics Circuso by the UAA
Physics Department. The Student
Competitions will be held Saturday,
February 20 at UAA. The competi-
tions will run from 10 am to 2:30 pm,
demonstrations from 1 to 2:30 pm,
followed by an awards ceremony in
the Engineering Building Atrium
at 3:10 pm. For more information,
please go to http://soe.engr.uss.alaska.
edu/eweek/ or call the UAA School of
Engineering at 786.1951.

Canstruction: Although not
ofpcially an E-Week event, Canstruc-
tion takes place during E-Week and
pts right in with the theme. Stop by
the University Center from February
19 through March 6 to view amazing
structures constructed entirely of
canned goods by local architecture,
engineering and construction prms.
This event is a benept for the Food
Bank of Alaska. For more informa-
tion, contact Eric Voorhees at evoor-
hees@dowlhkm.com or Linda Hulteen
at lhulteen@dowlhkm.com.

Awards Banquet: The an-
nual E-Week Awards Banquet is a
ptting wrap-up to an action-packed
week. The banquet includes presen-
tation of the Engineer-of-the-Year
Award, as well as Junior Scholarship
Awards. This yearis guest speaker
is Anchorageis own former NASA
Astronaut Bill Oefelein. He will
present video clips from his STS-116
mission, where he served as Pilot
onboard the Space Shuttle Discovery
in December 2006. Bill will hold a
question and answer session follow-
ing his presentation. There will also
be a limited number of photographs
available for autographs. Tickets

to the awards banquet are $50 per
person. Contact David Nicolai at
David.Nicolai@CH2M.com for banquet
reservations. The Banquet will be at
the William A. Egan Civic and Con-
vention Center, 555 West 5" Avenue,
Saturday, February 20. Doors open
at 6:30 pm for no-host cocktails, a
rafye benepting the E-Week Scholar-
ship Fund, and robotics demonstra-
tions. Dinner will be served at 7:15
pm and the awards program will
begin at 8 pm. RSVPis are preferred
by Monday, February 1, but will be
accepted through February 8.

The 2010 E-Week schedule
is full of ways to get involved. The
E-Week Committee is still seek-
ing volunteers for events. For more
information about E-Week or how to
volunteer, contact the 2010 E-Week
Committee Co-Chairs, Matthew
Korshin at korshinmh@gmail.com or
Gerry Brown at grbrownengineering@

ci.net. x<

Mat-Su Borough to
Present New FEMA
Floodplain Maps

The Matanuska-Susitna Bor-
ough (MSB) invites all surveyors
and engineers interested to attend
a presentation on the new Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) yoodplain maps for the Mat-
Su Valley from 2 to 3 pm February
11. The borough will put on a Pow-
erpoint presentation and FEMA will
attend via a telephone conference
and be able to answer questions.

Anyone unable to attend the
afternoon presentation is welcome
to the public presentation between 6
and 7 pm. Both meetings will be in
the MSB building in the basement
at 350 E. Dahlia, Palmer. Please
contact Patty Sullivan, MSB public
affairs director at 745-9577 if you
have questions. =<
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APDC President®s Column

By Marcie Errico, AIA, APDC President

APDC sponsors two big events each year. One is the Fall Forum in
Anchorage: this past fall we had a great panel discussion on QBS. The other
is the legislative Fly-in, which is set for February 10-11 in Juneau. The Leg-
islative Liaison Committee (LLC) has a number of topics, white papers, and
bills that affect our member organizations, to discuss with our legislators.
The Fly-in also overlaps the AELS board meeting in Juneau February 11-12.

These two events are the public face of what APDC works on all year
long: promoting the best interests of professional design organizations across
Alaska. I would encourage the membership to not only attend the Fall Fo-
rum and Fly-in, but also to get involved during the rest of the year with the
board, committees, and LLC. Those whoive had long-term involvement in
APDC do so because of the real benept they see to their practices and profes-
sions.

I have personally really enjoyed this past year serving as President of
the board. While my term on the AIA Alaska board brought me much more
in depth to local and national workings of the architecture profession, this
past year with the APDC board has broadened my understanding of the local
design communityis interconnectedness. We have so many common interests
and concerns, and it is a real blessing to have this umbrella organization
that can pull those interests together in a constructive fashion to benept us
all. <

Watch for Details
2-Day Course: Aeronautical Surveys/Airport GIS

ASPLS is sponsoring a two-day short course on Aeronautical Sur-
veys/Airport GIS currently planned for March 30 and 31, 2010, in Anchor-
age.

ASPLS members will receive a discounted registration fee. For more
information contact Mike Spangler at SpanglerPLS@gci.net. <

Solid Agenda Awaits Surveyors and Mappers

Continued from Page 1
50t Anniversary of ASPLS, with 1999 Hall of Famer Claud Hoffman leading
the show.

The exhibit hall features more exhibitors this year, showing off the
latest surveying and mapping technologies, and we have more sponsors this
year 8 check it out! The workshops and courses are, of course, eligible for
professional continuing education credits for those of you maintaining certip-
cations and licenses.

The ASMC is co-sponsored by the Alaska Society of Professional Land
Surveyors; Alaska sections of the American Congress on Surveying and
Mapping, American Society for Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing, and
Urban and Regional Information Systems Association; the Alaska Arc Users
Group; and the UAA Geomatics Students Association. >
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Height Modernization is a Public Safety Priority

By Patrick Kalen, PLS, American
Congress on Surveying and Mapping

Aircraft navigation, yoodplain
mapping, highway and airport
construction, and disaster prepared-
ness in Alaska would benept from
a Heights Modernization program
that would result in a new datum
0 GRAV-D 0 but spotty funding is
delaying a mission the National
Geodetic Survey (NGS) initiated in
Alaska in 2008.

One solution is to form a part-
nership between the State of Alaska
and federal government, as other
states have done, to depne and fund
an Alaska Heights Modernization
Program.

The elevations we have are
not usable, in part due to historical
measurement problems and a lack
of data. Also consider, the sea is not
level. The land is moving & isostatic
rebound from melted glaciers, up-
thrust from the Pacipc plate, twist-
ing and turning from the numer-
ous plate fragments that make up
Alaska, and settling from the Great
Alaska earthquake in 1964, the De-
nali quake disruption and more, over
startling ranges of motion.

Monument elevations do not
match, and gravity values for deter-
mining the geoid are lacking or sus-
pect for much of the state. GPS data
could be used to sort out and correct
the problem, but prst we need to
complete the aerial gravity missions
the NGS began in 2008 as that data
is the foundation for the geoid model.

We need to set up many more
GPS continuously operated reference
stations (CORS), integrate them
with Heights Modernization and ob-
tain selected precision level data to
anchor the GPS control & these will
be much shorter than past leveling
efforts.

About $8 million is needed to
do the job in Alaska. It is time to set
it as a high priority in the interest

of public safety and provide stable
funding, a combination of state and
federal dollars focused on pnishing
the task: create a new datum that
works 8 GRAV-D. x<

Editor's Note: NGS profession-
als will offer short courses at the
ASMC all day Monday and Tues-
day, Thursday morning and all day
Friday. x<

APDC LLC Fly-In: February 10-11

The APDC Legislative Liaison
Committee (LLC) Fly-in is set for
February 10-11, 2010, in Juneau.
The agenda will be similar to years
past and primary legislative prior-
ity is Qualipcations Based Selection
(QBS).

APDC is interested in legisla-
tion that would require that political
subdivisions of the state (i.e. local
governments and school boards) fol-
low the same Qualipcations Based
Selection requirements as the state
when receiving state funding. The
goal is to work toward development
of language for introduction in a bill
during the 2010 legislative session.
A draft white paper was issued in
September 2009.

APDC is also interested in
legislation that would protect the
work of a design professional from
alteration without the knowledge or
consent of the author of the work;
amend the Specialty Contractor
language in Alaska Statute (AS)
08.18; and amend the Land Surveyor
education tables in AS 8.48.17, and
is monitoring the issues.

Please contact Vicky Sterling,
newsletter editor, to be added to the
email list for LLC Fly-in details:
sterlingtouch@gci.net. >

Agenda

Wednesday February 10

10 6 11:30 am: Organizational
meeting (Silverbow Bakery, to be
conprmed)

11:30 am 6 1 pm: Luncheon, El
Sombrero Restaurant

10 5 pm: Meetings with legisla-
tors (coordinate with John Walsh)

5 08 6:30 pm: Open time for indi-
vidual meetings with legislators

6 0 8 pm: Dinner with attend-
ees and invited legislators (optional)

Thursday February 11

8 8 9 am: Coffee at Silverbow
Bakery, 120 2™ St.

9 am d 4 pm: Meetings with
legislators (coordinate with John
Walsh)

11 8 11:45 am: AELS Board
Public Comment Period (time to be
conprmed) (State Ofpce Building,
333 Willoughby, 9t yyoor conference
room A)

4 8 5 pm: Meeting recap, Ba-
ranof Hotel, and Adjourn >

APDC Member Societies

Alaska Society of Professional Engi-
neers (ASPE)

Alaska Society of Professional Land
Surveyors (ASPLS)
American Congress on Surveying and
Mapping, Alaska Section (ACSM)
American Institute of Architects Alaska
Chapter (AlA)

American Society of Civil Engineers
Alaska Section (ASCE)
American Society of Landscape Archi-
tects Alaska Chapter (ASLA)
American Council of Engineering Com-
panies of Alaska (ACEC)
Professional Engineers in Private Prac-
tice Alaska Chapter (PEPP)
American Society of Interior Designers
Alaska Chapter (ASID)
Structural Engineers Association of
Alaska (SEAAK)
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