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Regulation Changes Would Allow Electronic Recording

The Department of Natural Re-
sources proposes to adopt regulation
changes in Title 11 of the Alaska
Administrative Code, dealing with
the Recorderis Ofpce and the Uni-
form Commercial Code Central File
Ofpce, including the following:

(1) 11 AAC 05.010(a)(15)(1)

, Which sets a fee to obtain docu-
ment images on CD-ROM from UCC
Central File for a day or week, is
proposed to be deleted. UCC Central
File no longer produces CD-ROM im-
ages as these are available through
the Archive Unit.

11 AAC 05.010(a)(15)(J), which
sets a fee to obtain document im-
ages on CD-ROM from UCC Central
File for a month, is proposed to be
deleted. UCC Central File no longer
produces CD-ROM images as these
are available through the Archive
Unit.

(2) 11 AAC 06.040 is proposed
to be changed to allow for electronic
recording of certain documents
and to include requirements for
electronic recording and electronic
documents, including identifying
persons who may submit documents
electronically, and to adopt a form
Memorandum of Agreement Regard-
ing Electronic Recording to be signed
by persons who are authorized to
participate in electronic recording.

(3) 11 AAC 06.070(a) is pro-
posed to be amended to include re-
quirements for returning documents
after electronic recording.

(5) 11 AAC 06.900 is proposed
to be amended to add or change
depnitions in relation to electronic
recording.

You may comment on the pro-
posed regulation changes, including

the potential costs to private per-
sons of complying with the proposed
changes, by submitting written
comments to State Recorderis Ofpce,
Support Services Division, Depart-
ment of Natural Resources at 550
West 7th Avenue, Suite 1210, Attn:
Vicky Backus, State Recorder,
Anchorage, Alaska 99501; or by fax
to 907-269-8912; or email to vicky.
backus@alaska.gov. Comments must
be received no later than 4:30 p.m.
on Friday, September 18, 2009.

If you are a person with a dis-
ability who needs a special accommo-
dation in order to participate in this
process, please contact Vicky Backus
at (907) 269-8882 no later than
Friday, September Il, 2009 to ensure
that any necessary accommodations
can be provided.

ASPE Announces Fall
Seminars in Anchorage,
Fairbanks and Juneau

The Alaska Society of Profes-
sional Engineers announces upcom-
ing seminars by Arthur Schwarz,
P.E., to be held in early November
2009 in Anchorage, Fairbanks, and
Juneau.

The seminars will cover a
variety of topics at the various loca-
tions including ethics, design-build,
contracting, and others.

Dates and locations are cur-
rently being pnalized, and more
information will be available in the
next few weeks. Contact your local
ASPE chapter for more informa-
tion. Contact information for local
chapters is available at http://www.

alaskaspe.org. >

For a copy of the proposed
regulation changes, contact the State
Recorderis Ofpce at 550 West 7th
Avenue, Suite 1210, Anchorage, AK
99501, call 907-269-8882, or visit
our website at http://www.recorder.
alaska.gov.

After the public comment pe-
riod ends, the Department of Natu-
ral Resources will either adopt these
or other provisions dealing with the
same subject, without further notice,
or decide to take no action on them.
The language of the pnal regulations
may be different from that of the
proposed regulations. You should
comment during the time al-
lowed if your interests could be
affected.

Written comments received
are public records and are subject to
public inspection.

Copies of the proposed regula-
tion changes, additional public notice
information and copy of the Memo-
randum of Agreement Regarding
Electronic Recording are posted to
the APDC web site for reference. %<
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Surveyor Reports from Western Federation Meeting

By Richard Heieren, PLS, Alaska
Western Federation Delegate

Editor’'s Note: The Western
Federation of Professional Surveyors
(WFPS) is a regional non-propt
organization composed of Land
Surveyor Associations representing
13 western states, Alaska, Arizona,
California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho,
Montana, Nevada, New Mexico,
Oregon, Utah, Washington and
Wyoming. Formed in 1979, WFPS

is dedicated to education, fostering
common goals within the western
states and providing a regional
voice at the national level. WFPS
acts as a clearinghouse for interstate
communication and sponsors a
biennial conference for Surveyors.
This report covers the WFPS Board
of Directors meeting in Nevada on
June 13.

Thirteen (13) member states
were in attendance and a quorum
was declared. The meeting was
called to order by Chair Dick Smith
and the minutes were approved from
the Salt Lake City meeting held Feb-
ruary 21, 2009. The Secretary/Trea-
surer Report from Harold Baldwin
was given and approved.

State Report Highlights:

Alaska 0 GIS Committee has
adopted the Arizona model and is
close to forwarding a position paper
to the ASPLS Board. Alteration of
Sealed Documents 8 A new Regu-
lation (12 AAC 36.195) has been
signed into law. Tables dealing with
education for taking of the survey
exam have been modiped disallowing
educational credit for a civil engi-
neering degree. This regulation will
go into affect July 2010.

Arizona 0 The state society is
trying to incorporate the GIS Com-
munity into their membership rolls.

California 6 State society mem-
bership is down slightly to 2,486
for 2009. The CLSA website www.

californiasurveyors.org provides mem-
bers with a wide range of resources,
including discussion forums, refer-
ral services, legislative updates and
extensive networking resources.

The CLSA DVD is being utilized as
a promotional tool by 20 different
societies and schools. This DVD can
be easily adapted for use by ASPLS
for a nominal fee. CLSA has printed
a Right of Entry Brochure that can
be hung on a door. Complimentary
copies are available to CLSA mem-
bers for use in educating the pub-

lic and law enforcement ofpcials.
(ASPLS should consider this for our
members.) California has a voluntary
continuing professional development
program.

Colorado 8 PLSC pnancial situ-
ation is improving after hiring an
executive director. Architects require
continuing education as of 1/1/2009
in Colorado and indications are
the surveyors are probably not far
behind in being required continuing
education credits.

Hawaii 8 Kevin Kea indicated
that more than 200 students par-
ticipated in the statewide Trig Star
program. A head count was made
of the Delegates as to who would be
participating in the January 2010
West Fed meeting in Hawaii. It ap-
peared all present were attending.
HLSA will hold its next conference
on Jan. 29-30, 2009 at the Hilton
Prince Kuhio Hotel. HLSA gives out
a $3,000 scholarship annually. The
applicant is required to participate
in the Trig Star program.

Idaho 9 State society member-
ship is at 250 (that includes afpliates
membership). Regulation is on track
to go into effect in 2010 requiring a 4
year degree for surveying in order to
qualify for licensure in Idaho. Idaho
law does not require a licensed sur-
veyor to prepare a legal description if
he has not preformed a peld survey.
The ISPLS Executive Director Loyce

Smith is retiring this year and they
are looking for a replacement.

Montana o Total membership
MARLS stands at 554. The State
society is continuing its assistance
to Montanais State Board of Regis-
tration with the delineation of GIS
and Surveying activities. Further
MARLS evaluates courses for con-
tinuing education on behalf of the
Board. Their top pnisher for Trig
Star pnished in 47 minutes and 40
seconds with a score of 100. They are
giving the individual a $1,250 schol-
arship and $500 toward representing
Montana at nationals. The Montana
Legislature has introduced a Monu-
ment Preservation Law.

Nevada & NALS membership
stands at 325 (down from 471 at the
last meeting -- Nevada is experienc-
ing hard times). NALS had previ-
ously indicated that they were only
going to authorize funds for having
one delegate to attend West Fed
meetings due to budget constraints
but two delegates attended this
meeting. Great Basin College has
their 4-year survey program up and
running. They had four students
graduate this past spring.

New Mexico 8 NMPS has
formally requested that the State
Board license Photogrammetry as a
separate discipline. Nine states now
require a specipc license to practice
photogrammetry. NCEES requires
ten states before they develop an
exam for a discipline. State society
membership stands at 230, down
from 287 last year. Mr. Curtis Smith
of the NGS put on a three day Pre-
cise Digital Leveling Workshop for
New Mexico surveyors. Mr. Smith
(curt.smith@noaa.gov) indicated that
he can be contacted to set up one of
these workshops for other states.

Oregon 8 As mentioned at
almost every meeting it was again
reported that Oregon state society

Continued on Page 4
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USKH Announces Return of Three

Anchorage, Alaska, July 2009 8 USKH Inc. (USKH) is pleased to an-
nounce the return of Derek Howard, PLS, John Rescober, PE, and Erin

Taubitz to USKH.

Howard returns to USKH after 18-month sabbatical and is a Senior
Surveyor in the prmis Land Surveying Department. He has more than 37

years of experience in surveying and engineering,
and is a licensed surveyor in Alaska and California.
ol feel good about being back here,6 says Howard. ol
have always enjoyed the people at USKH. Itis nice
to renew my old friendships.é

Rescober is thrilled to return to USKH after
four years out of state. (USKH is one of the best
companies live worked for. Everyone here under-
stands the concept of teamwork,é says Rescober.

He rejoins USKHis Civil Engineering Department,
and is currently working on the Alaska Department
of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF)
Kotzebue Airport Apron and Terminal Area Reha-
bilitation; DOT&PF Lake Hood Bank Stabilization;
and the Anchorage School District West High School
and Romig Middle School Master plan. Rescober
holds both a Master of Science and Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Civil Engineering from the University of
Alaska Anchorage. He is a licensed civil engineer in
Alaska and Nevada.

Taubitz graduated from University of Michi-
gan with a Master of Architecture with distinction
this spring and returns to the USKH Architecture
Department after previously working for the compa-
ny for three years. ol really like the people at USKH
and feel very loyal to the company,6 says Taubitz.
0lim excited to be back and able to further my rela-
tionships here!é Taubitz has provided her services
on the Lower Yukon School District Sheldon Point
Replacement School; Southwest Region School Dis-
trict New Stuyahok K-12 Replacement School; and
the City of Kodiak Public Safety Building.

USKH is an employee-owned, solution-oriented
full service design prm offering fully-integrated ar-
chitectural, engineering, environmental, planning,
and land surveying services to clients throughout
Alaska and the Pacipc Northwest since 1972. Our
mission is creating sustainable solutions to improve
quality of life for communities. >

Erin Taubitz

doesn't particularly feel like it."

"A professional is a man who can do his best at a time when he
- Alistair Cooke
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The monthly newsletter of the Alaska
Professional Design Council does not
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the Council, the member societies,
or their members.
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Surveyor Reports from Western Federation Meeting

Continued from Page 2

has set up a class at Oregon In-
stitute of Technology (O.1.T.) that
instructs secondary teachers about
the Surveying Profession. The state
society provides the class for selected
teachers at a cost of $1,500 for each
participant. Oregon is sending 5
teachers and Washington State So-
ciety is sending 15. The program is
called Teaching with Special Tech-
nology (T.W.1.S.T.). The popularity
of this class held every summer is
growing. Alaska could easily partici-
pate in this program.

Utah 6 UCLS membership
stands at 487; 383 of these are
licensed out 743 active licensed sur-
veyors in the state.

Washington 8 LSAW member-
ship stands at 1,520 (up from 1,491).
As mentioned under the Oregon
report Washington participates in
the T.W.I1.S.T. program. LSAW has
an outreach program for potential
students entering the surveying
profession. The program is handled
by a retired surveyor, Vic Banks. He
is paid $15k per year and is reim-
bursed for travel costs. He can be
contacted through the LSAW website
for more information.

Wyoming 6 PLSW total mem-
bership stands at 283. Bya2to 1
margin PLSW voted to support a
mandatory 4-year degree require-
ment prior to examination.

Other Reports

Western Federation By-
laws: The latest set of the West Fed
By-laws (Jan 2006) ARTICLE II,
Section 1. Purpose, states the follow-
ing:

a. IMPROVING the national,
regional and local image of
the Professional Land Sur-
veyor as a professional dedi-
cated to serving the public

b. CONDUCTING a public
relations program to increase

public awareness of the pro-
fessional surveyor and their
services

c. MAINTAINING active
legislative involvement at
the national and local level
to achieve coordination and
assistance in legislative mat-
ters that concern the survey-
ing profession

d. PROVIDING communica-
tion by soliciting informa-
tion from each member state
organization and communi-
cating said information to all
members

e. DEVELOPING and main-
taining recommendations for
educational standards for the
surveying profession

f. DEVELOPING programs
which will provide profes-
sional development activities

g. COOPERATING with other
local, regional, national and
international professional so-
cieties dedicating to serving
the surveying profession

Scholarships and Student
Assistance: The deadline for the
submittal of an application for a
Scholarship is March 31 of each
year, for more information follow
this link: http://wfps.org/yles/scholarsh.
html.

ACSM Report: ACSM pre-
approves courses for CEUs. Lobby
day will be Sept. 24, 2009. ACSM is
actively participating in reinstitut-
ing the Boys Scouts Merit Badge for
surveying.

Next meeting is scheduled in
Denver, CO, September 12, 2009;
more details to be announced later.
x

2009 AKLS Workshop

Surveyors Hone Questions for Registration Exam

By Patrick Kalen, PLS, ACSM
Alaska Section Representative

A dozen surveyors from around
the state gathered in Anchorage
for an AKLS exam workshop at the
Atwood Building on June 12, 2009.
It was 18th review of the examina-
tion used for professional licensure
in Alaska since the initial AKLS
workshop of February 17, 1994,

Jack and Steve Warner, profes-
sional psychometricians incorporated
as Test, Inc., have helped administer
the AKLS exam since 1994 under
contract with the state Board of
Registration for Architects, Engi-
neers and Land Surveyors. They are
testing experts, and rely upon vol-
unteer Professional Land Surveyors
as Subject Matter Experts (SMEs)
who know the law as it applies to
their practice; SMEs developed the
Test Blueprint (what to test on), and
write and rate the questions them

using criterion referenced methods
called 6Angoff ratingé developed by a
professor Angoff.

Larry Durfee acted as the
owhipé on behalf of ASPLS, send-
ing e-mail requests for volunteers,
recruiting SMEs at the annual
Alaska Surveying and Mapping
Conference in February 2009 and
sending reminders. Patrick Kalen
acted as note-keeper, kept track of
the proceedings, marked the master
copy of the exam being reviewed and
noted the changes and content of the
exam pool.

The one-day AKLS Workshop
was scheduled in June for the con-
venience of Test, Inc.: The NCEES
examinations and all state-specipc
examinations are held on the same
day in all states, so they have nu-
merous clients to serve in a short
time span. The following Subject

Continued on Page 5
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Surveyors Hone Questions for Registration Exam

Continued from Page 4
Matter Experts were present:

Cliff Baker, Kenai

G. Burgee, Kodiak

Mike Fretwell, Anchorage

Eric Gabrielson, Fairbanks

Patrick Kalen, Fairbanks

Gene LeQuire, Anchorage

Dave Lucas, Anchorage

Bill Mendenhall, Fairbanks

Ron Mitchell, Anchorage

Tim Mullikin, Anchorage

Max Schillinger, Anchorage

George Strother, Wasilla
The workshop commenced at
8:15 AM. New participants were
noted. (In 2008 all participants were
oveteranso of previous AKLS work-
shops). The domains were visited,;
six questions dealing with GPS were
moved from Domain 23, Astronomi-
cal Azimuths, to Domain 21, Alaska
State Plane Coordinate System/Geo-
detic Surveying, as they were valid
geodetic surveying questions. There
was discussion over increasing the
number of pure boundary questions,
adding a reference such as Boundary
and Legal Principles by Robillard
& Brown; and regarding the exam
makeup. Suggestions as to how
to proceed in the future also were
made.

A modiped Angoff rating is
used to strengthen the exam process,
and introduces a strong element of
fairness. The Angoff method requires
a group of SMEs to evaluate each
guestion and estimate the proportion
of minimally competent examinees
who would answer correctly. The
ratings are averaged across raters
for each item and then summed to
obtain a panel-recommended score
that represents the score the panel
estimates a minimally competent
candidate would get.

Because questions are chosen
at random by a computer, a question
may languish in the pool for many
years, escaping selection. Another

= A . _a_a_a_a_a _a_@a_3=~°

question may be selected many
times. That is how randomness
works 0 should a psychometrician be
asked to defend an examination, pat-
terns of imbalance are proof that the
selection of questions for any given
examination is free of bias. However,
a problem has been developing slow-
ly due to the totally random selection
& some questions were written many
years ago that have not been rated

in an AKLS Workshop. The oldest
questions have been in the pool since
1994.

The group discussed how to
complete the Angoff rating of the
remaining questions in the pool that
have not been used. Although we
understand the reasoning behind the
random generation, we do not accept
the premise that the quality of the
entire examination would be compro-
mised by forcing some of the oldest
questions to the top. It was noted
that a question may become stale, or
wrong if the law has changed since it
was written.

Questions thought to be good
can produce statistical results that
cast doubt on quality. The psycho-
metricians ask the panel ohow many
entry level applicant would (not
should) answer this question cor-
rectly? We may modify a question,
change the key or delete it from
the pool entirely during a spirited
debate.

There are 60 questions on the
AKLS. Currently we place 33%, or
20 questions of them onews (that
is, used for the prst time) on each
test. Several onewo¢ questions did not
survive the AKLS Review process
intact. We had problems with pve
of the questions on the April 2009
exam. Three were lost (not scored);
one was double-scored (and yagged
to be rewritten), and one was keyed
to the answer that the best test tak-
ers chose. It was technically a wrong
answer, but the consensus of the

committee was that it was the best
choice. Of the questions not scored,
two were deleted from the pool, one
is to be rewritten, so we had a failure
rate of onewo questions of 10%. This
is comparable to past reviews.

The pool should contain 5 ques-
tions per number given per domain.
(i.e. if 4 questions are to appear on
a domain, the minimum number of
guestions in the pool is 16). How-
ever, a detailed review of the exist-
ing pool has not been performed by
a Subject Matter Expert for many
years. Discussions of how to accom-
plish this are ongoing.

Fifteen candidates took the
spring 2009 exam. Using the Angoff
ratings of the new questions and the
deletion/modipcation of questions by
the panel of SMEs, the passing score
was set to a scaled score 70%. Eleven
candidates passed the examination.

An AKLS workshop is tenta-
tively set for after the April 2010
exam, and discussions are ongoing
to have a winter workshop to review
the pool. <

AELS Board Meeting,
Application Deadlines
Upcoming in August

The next meeting of the State
of Alaska Department of Commerce,
Community and Economic Devel-
opment, Board of Registration for
Architects, Engineers and Land Sur-
veyors (AELS Board) is tentatively
scheduled for August 27-28, 2009, in
Anchorage.

The agenda will be published
on the AELS Board web site when
available, http://www.dced.state.ak.us/
occ/pael.cfm.

The deadline for comity and
examination applications is receipt
in the Juneau ofpce 10 days prior to
the meeting: PO Box 110806, Juneau
AK 99811. =<
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News from the National Museum of Surveying

NCEES Awards $75,000 Grant

Springpeld, Illinois 8 The
Board of Directors of the National
Council of Examiners for Engineers
and Surveyors (NCEES) has an-
nounced a $75,000 grant presented
to the National Museum of Survey-
ing (NMoS). The grant by NCEES
has been designated for education
purposes including the installation
of a mini-theater and curriculum
packets for K-12 grades.

0As a leader of the engineering
and surveying professions, NCEES
looks for opportunities to advance
the publicis understanding of these
professions,6 said NCEES Executive
Director Jerry Carter. 0We feel that
the National Surveying Museum
has some exciting plans that will
get many young minds interested in
pursuing a career as a licensed sur-
veyor, so we are happy to help them
with funding.6

To read more about the award,
follow the link: www.ncees.org/news/in-

dex.php?release_id=51.

POB - Point Of Beginning
- Posts Blog about the Museum:
POB Journalist Christine Grahl
wrote in her blog Sight Lines: The
Museum of Surveying Needs Your
Help. Read Kristiis article and what
others in the surveying community
are saying. We encourage you to
post your thoughts and feelings
about this endeavor as well. Go
to www.pobonline.com/CDA/Articles/
Sight_Lines/BNP_GUID_9-5-2006_A
10000000000000622170.

Crawford, Murphy & Tilly
Contribute to the NMoS: The
NMoS met with three members of
the engineering prm Crawford, Mur-
phy & Tilly (CMT). CMT was excited
about the future of the museum and
responded with a donation of $5,000.
In addition, for the signipcant role
their past and present Professional
Land Surveyors have had in the
success of the prm, CMT will make

a 50% match of any contributions
to the Museum made by them or
on their behalf for the remainder of
2009. The Museum is truly grate-
ful for this gift and will be used for
general operating support.

If you would like to volunteer
your time helping design exhibits,
share your ideas or make a monetary
contribution, please visit NMoS
online at www.nationalmuseumofsurvey-
ing.org or call (217) 523-3130. >

20th of each month

APDC Welcomes Material

for Newsletter, Website

Alaska Designs welcomes
articles and letters on subjects of
interest to design professionals. The
20t of each month (or following Mon-
day) is the deadline for submitting
articles and advertising.

Items may be edited for length
or content and will be published as
space is available. Member societ-
ies and Sustaining Members receive
highest priority for placement.

For more information check
www.apdc-ak.org under Advertising
Opportunities or contact the editor,
Vicky Sterling, 644-9940 (phone),
345-1028 (fax), or email sterling-

touch@gqci.net. >

October 29 - 31, 2009
ASCE Conference in

Kansas City will Change
Identity of Civil Engineers

The American Society of Civil
Engineers (ASCE) 139*" Annual con-
ference, From Builders to Integra-
tors 0 Civil Engineers Leading the
Way, will convene in Kansas City,
MO, Thursday, October 29 through
Saturday, October 31, 2009.

Register before September 2 for
the Early-bird discount.

In a time when infrastructure
revitalization is crucial to confront
worldwide population growth, meet
basic human needs, and promote
economic growth, a new kind of civil
engineer must lead the way. ASCE
took the prst steps toward identify-
ing tomorrowis engineer when it
created oVision 2025.6 Now, itis time
to make the next leap.

ASCEis 139" Annual Civil En-
gineering Conference will change the
identity of civil engineers to global
communicators, leaders, managers,
and technology experts as the mas-
ter builders of the past become the
master integrators of the future.

Register before September 2 for
the Early-bird discount

For details and registration,
visit http://content.asce.org/conferences/
annual2009/index.html. ><

APDC Member Societies

Alaska Society of Professional Engineers (ASPE)

Alaska Society of Professional Land Surveyors (ASPLS)
American Congress on Surveying and Mapping, Alaska Section (ACSM)
American Institute of Architects Alaska Chapter (AlA)
American Society of Civil Engineers Alaska Section (ASCE)
American Society of Landscape Architects Alaska Chapter (ASLA)
American Council of Engineering Companies of Alaska (ACEC)
Professional Engineers in Private Practice Alaska Chapter (PEPP)
American Society of Interior Designers Alaska Chapter (ASID)
Structural Engineers Association of Alaska (SEAAK)
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